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SUBJECT: SPECIAL VISIT TO LECUMBERRI PRISON 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 29, CONOFF RECEIVED TELEPHONE CALL FROM 
ALICE LEVEEN, A FRIEND OF SEVERAL OF THE PRISONERS. 

LEVEEN SAID THAT FOUR PRISONERS, DAVID MARTINEZ , TIMOTHY 
KOSCHNEY, CHARLES BEASLEY, AND GEORGE KENNETH FARRELL, WERE 
BEING MOVED FROM DORMITORY "F" FOR "NO REASON," AND WOULD 
HAVE TO BUY CELLS AND PAY TO BE RELEASED FROM THE FAENA 
DUTY IN HEIR NEW DORMS. THEY WANTED AN IMMEDIATE VISIT 
FROM THE EMBASSY. 

2. CONOFF IMMEDIATELY WENT TO LECUMBERRI AND SPOKE WITH THE 
MEN, WHO SAID THEY WERE TOLD THE GENERAL HAD MOVED THEM FOR 
DISCIPLINARY REASONS. MARTINEZ WAS HAPPY WITH THE CHANGE, 

BUT OTHERS ASKED CONOFF TO INTERCEDE ON THEIR BEHALF, TO 
EITHER HAVE THEM RETURNED TO "F" OR TRANSFERRED TO DIFFERENT 
DORMS FROM THE ONES TO WHICH THEY HAD BEEN TAKEN. 

3. CONOFF DISCUSSED MATTER WITH LT. COL. GIL, WHO 
SHOWED CONOFF WRITTEN REQUEST FROM MAYOR OF "F" TO 
GENERAL ARCAUTE, ASKING THAT THE FOUR MEN BE REMOVED 
FROM "F" BECAUSE THEY WERE "UNDISCIPLINED." (INDISCIPLI- 
NADOS) CONOFF ASKED WHAT THEIR INDISCIPLINE CONSISTED 

OF AND ASKED WHY COLONEL ACCEPTED THE WORD OF A PRISONER 
WHO, UNDER THE MEXICAN PENAL CODE, HAD NO RIGHT OF AUTHORITY 
OVER OTHER PRISONERS. COLONEL REPLIED THAT WITHOUT MAYOR 
SYSTEM THE PRISON WOULD BE CHAOS, AND HE IS OBLIGED TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MEXICO 08746 061739Z 

ACCEPT THE WORLD OF THE RESPONSIBLE PRISONER HE HAD APPOINTED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


AS MAYOR, OR THE MAYOR WOULD HAVE NO CONTROL OVER THOSE IN 
HIS CHARGE. COLONEL GRINNED BROADLY AT CONOFF'S MENTION 
OF ILLEGALITY OF MAYOR SYSTEM. 

4. CONOFF THEN POINTED OUT INJUSTICE OF HAVING TO PAY 

AGAIN FOR CELLS AND REMOVAL FROM WORK DETAIL. COLONEL SAID 
IT WAS A PRISON RULE THAT MEN WHO ARE TRANSFERRED FOR 
DISCIPLINARY REASONS MUST DO FAENAS IN NEW DORMS. HE DENIED 
THAT ANYONE IN PRISON PAID FOR A CELL. COLONEL THEN OFFERED 
TO RETURN MEN TO "F" IF CONOFF INSISTED, BUT SAID HE COULD NOT 
GUARANTEE THAT THEY WOULD NOT THEN BE BEATEN BY OTHER PRISONERS 
IN "F", AS UNDISCIPLINE BY A FEW PEOPLE UPSETS THE ENTIRE 
DORM. CONOFF REFUSED TO BE CAUGHT IN SAME TRAP USED BY 
COLONEL IN RENNA-BEASLEY INCIDENT (MEXICO ), AND SAID 
THE EMBASSY WOULD NOT INSIST ON THE MEN'S RETURN TO ”F". 

HOWEVER, CONOFF PROPOSED THAT COLONEL TRANSFER THE MEN TO THE 
DORMS THEY WERE REQUESTING. COLONEL REFUSED TO TRANSFER 
FARRELL TO "O", AS HE SAID THE MORE AMERICANS IN ONE DORM, 

THE MORE PROBLEMS HE HAD, BUT AGREED, ' ONLY BECAUSE YOU (CONOFF) 
ARE ASKING FOR IT," THAT BEASLEY WOULD BE TRANSFERRED TO "B" 

AND KOSCHNEY TO "G". CONOFF THEN EXPLAINED SITUATION TO MEN, 

WHO WERE GRATEFUL FOR EMBASSY INTERVENTION. 

5. TACTIC USED BY CONOFF IN DISCUSSION WITH COLONEL WAS 
ONE OF, "YOU AND I BOTH KNOW WHAT'S HAPPENING HERE, SO WHY 
I, IF, ABOUT IT." FRANKLY, IT WAS LIKE TALKING TO A BRICK 
WALT.. COLONEL, UNFORTUNATELY, SHOWS NO SIGNS OF ANY 
MELLOWING IN HIS MANAGEMENT OF THE PRISON AND GAVE CONOFF 
USUAL TIRADE ABOUT HE ALONE BEING IN CHARGE OF INTERNAL 
PRISON ADMINISTRATION. 
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